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Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I beg  to  present  my  thirty-ninth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  under  your 
control.  The  report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Circular 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Gsndral  Statistics  The  area  of  the  district  is  1,867  ticres, 
and  the  number  of  persons  per  acre  (Census  1921)  t4‘8.  The 
details  for  the  various  wards  are  as  follows  : — 


Acres. 

Persons. 

Bradley 

497 

9-1 

Ettingshall  ... 

456 

I 2 0 

High  Town  ... 

1 '7 

45’4 

New  Town  ... 

286 

^3 '3 

Town  Hall  ... 

511 

1 1 0 

Population. — 'I'he  population  at  the  Census  1921  was  27,556. 
The  estimated  population  on  June  30th,  1923.  (figure  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General)  is  29,440,  an  increase  ot  1,884. 

This  estimate  is  based  on  the  adjusted  1921  figures,  after 
allowing  for  the  varying  rates  of  natural  increase  as  evidenced  by 
births  and  deaths  and  migration,  induced  from  various  sources  of 
information. 
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The  fig-ure  29,440  is  used  for  calculating-  all  vital  statistical 
rates  in  this  report. 

The  population  in  1901  was  24,034,  and  in  igi  i was 
23,681,  an  increase  of  1,647.  '^he  population  at  the  Census  1921, 
was  27,556,  13,600  males  and  13,956  females  ; an  increase  of  1,875 
or  7\3%  during-  the  years  1911  to  1921. 


The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  this  period  was  3.254, 
and  the  loss  due  to  tnigration  1.379.  War  deaths  are  reckoned  in 
the  loss  by  mig-ration  The  estimates  for  individual  districts  are 
not  available  but  they  have  been  assessed  at  3‘i%  of  the  1921  male 
population  for  the  whole  of  Eng^land  and  Wales. 


THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  GIVES  DETAILS  OF  THE  POPULATION 
FOR  EACH  WARD,  (CENSUS  1921). 


j Persons. 

Males 

Females. 

1 

Private 

Families. 

Population  in 
Private  Fami- 
lies. 

Structurally 
separate  dwel- 
lings occupied. 

Occupied 

Rooms. 

Rooms  per 

person. 

Bradley 

4,533 

2,272 

2,261 

883 

4,470 

866 

3,414 

0 76 

Ettiiigsliall.  . 

.5,461 

2.724 

2,737 

1,161 

5,3.35 

1,094 

4,667 

0-t<7 

Higli  Town  .. 

5,313 

2,596 

2,717 

1,087 

5,268 

1,056 

4,474 

0-85 

New  Town  .. 

6,650 

3,289 

3,361 

1,313 

6,559 

1,278 

5,112 

0-78 

Town  Hall  .. 

5,599 

2,719 

2,880 

1,202 

5,519 

1,161 

5,495 

1 00 

Total.. 

27,556 

13,600 

13,956 

5,646 

27,151 

5,455 

23,162 

0-85 

Noie  .Any  persons  or  g-roup  of  persons  included  ii-i  a 
separate  return  as  being-  in  separate  occupation  of  any  nremises 

ot  part  ot  premises  are  treated  as  a separate  familv  for  Census 
purposes. 


.A  structurally  separate  dwelling-  has  been  defined  for  the 
Census  as  any  room  or  set  of  rooms  intended  or  used  for 
habiuation  having-  separate  access  either  to  a street,  common 
landing-  or  staircase. 


For  the  purposes  of  the  Census  the  rooms 
living  rooms,  bedrooms  and  kitchens. 


enumerated  are 
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The  Census  returns  show  the  number  of  dwellings  to  be 
5,508,  an  increase  of  186  or  3’5%  for  the  years  igi  i — 1921. 


The  average  number  of  rooms  per  dwelling  is  4^25  and  the 
number  of  families,  i *04  The  number  of  persons  per  family  was 
4‘8i. 


During  the  period  igii — 1921  the  number  of  families  have 
increased  by  333,  or  6-3%. 

The  average  number  of  rooms  per  person  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  is  i '05.  The  number  of  rooms  per  person  for 
Bilston  is  0 85,  or  a deficiency,  on  the  basis  of  England  and  Wales 
standard,  of  3,133  rooms  or  12%. 


The  population  living  more  than  two  persons  per  room, 
(the  Census  basis  for  overcrowding)  numbers  4,602,  or  i6‘g^  of  the 
total  private  family  population.  The  conditions  for  neighbouring 
districts,  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  are  as  follows  : — 


Coseley  ...  ...  18*5% 

Darlaston  ...  i2'9% 

VVillenhall  ... 

Heath  Town  ...  9-0% 

Wednesfield  ...  ^’9% 

VVednesbury  ...  ^3’°% 

Tipton  ...  ...  19-4% 

Sedgley  ...  ...  20-4% 


The  total  number  of  dwellings  at  the  Census  was  5,508  ; 
53  of  which  were  vacant  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken.  The 
5,455  occupied  houses  contained  rooms  and  families  as  follows  : — 


Private 

Excess  of  Fami 

Houses. 

families. 

over  houses. 

1604 

I to  3 rooms 

1608 

4 

2986 

4 to  5 rooms 

3116 

130 

82? 

6 to  8 rooms 

872 

50 

43 

9 or  more 

50 

7 

5>455 

5.646 

191 

5 


The  following-  table  classifies  private  families  by  size  of 
family,  rooms  occupied  .and  density  of  occupation. 


Number  of 
Persons  in 
Family. 

rotal  P 
]*’ami 

Num- 

ber. 

rivate 

lies. 

% 

Populalion 
in  Private 
Families. 

Rooms 

Occupied. 

Average 
number  of 
rooms  per 
person. 

] 

149 

2-6 

149 

457 

3-(-7 

2 

683 

12-1 

1 

1,,366 

2,485 

1-82 

3 

951 

1C -8 

2,853 

3,795 

1-33 

•1 

1,050 

18-7 

4,200 

4,327 

1-03 

5 

905 

16-0 

4,525 

3,825 

0-85 

ti 

726 

12-9 

4,356 

3,062 

0-70 

i 

482 

8-5 

3,374 

2,045 

0-61 

8 

319 

5-7 

2,552 

1,370 

0-54 

9 

183 

3-2 

1,647 

846 

0-51 

10 

111 

2-(> 

1,110 

505 

0-45 

11 

46 

0-8 

506 

223 

0-44 

12 

VI 

0‘o 

324 

l:18 

0-43 

13 

10 

0-2 

130 

60 

0-46 

14 

2 

0-0 

28 

12 

0-43 

lo  over. 

2 

0 0 

31 

12 

0-39 

5,646 

100  0 

27,151 

23,162 

0-85 
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The  number  of  private  families  livin'^  in  houses  with  i to 
lo  rooms,  is  as  follows  : — 


ROO.MS 

I 

3 

4 

5 

6-7 

8—9 

10  and 
Over. 

Total. 

Private  Families 

44 

627 

1,250 

1.807 

1, 096 

7'4 

90 

18 

5.646 

Population  in  pri- 
vate families 

108 

2,130 

5.904 

8,982 

5.836 

3,616 

476 

99 

27.151 

Rooms  Occupied 

44 

1.254 

3.748 

7 228 

5.479 

4.445 

743 

221 

23,162 

Per  Centage  of 
private  families 

0-8 

III 

22-1 

321 

19-4 

126 

I 6 

o'3 

o‘85 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  ;^i03,64i  15s.  od.^ 
and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  ;^378. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  number  of  bTths  registered  during  the  year 
was  825  (432  males  and  393  females),  giving  a birth  rate  per 
thousand  of  28'02  ; 19(10  males  and  9 females)  or  2 *3%  of  the  total 
births  were  illegitimate.  The  births  were  25  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  births  in  each 

Ward. 


Tabi.e  I 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Town  Hall 

92 

74 

166 

High  Town 

69 

68 

137 

New  Town 

107 

89 

196 

Ettingshall 

76 

66 

142 

Bradley 

82 

88 

170 

Out  of  District 

6 

8 

14 

Total 

432 

393 

VO 

N 

00 

/ 


Tlie  births  for  this  and  the  last  five  years  aie  giy®” 
following  table,  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  same  period  will  be  found 

in  table.  VII. 

Table  II. 


Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  distinct 
during  the  year  was  285  (146  males  and  139  females),  2 0 t em 
belonged  to  other  districts.  In  addition  120  deaths  of  Bilston  res- 
idents (72  males  and  48  females)  were  registered  in  other  areas. 


The  total  registered  deaths  for  the  district  was  4°j  (^^7 
males  and  186  females),  giving  a death  rate  of  13  68. 


The  deaths  and  death  rate  are  respectively  3 and  -44  less 
than  last  year. 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  as  follows  : 


Under  i 

year  of  age 

...  78 

1 to  5 vears  of  age 

43 

5 't  * 5 

20 

» 1 ^ y • * * 

1 » 1 ) 

25 

•5  - 25 

25  M 65 

11  y y • • * 

131 

68  .,  80 

yy  y * 

80 

80  years 

of  age  and  upwards 

1 

1 

403 

'I'he  number  of  deaths  in  each  Ward  is  given  in  the 
subjoined  Table. 

Table  III. 


1 

Males. 

F emalos. 

Total. 

Town  Ilall 

22 

25) 

51 

Iligh  Town 

23 

32 

55 

Now  Town 

31 

34 

65 

Kttingshall 

34 

21 

55 

Ihadley 

35 

22 

57 

Out  of  Di.strict 

72 

48 

120 

217 

186 

403 

s 


The  deaths  and  death  rate  foi  lliis  and  the  last  five  years 
are  shown  in  the  following  Table. 


Fable  IV. 


Males. 

Feiualos. 

Total. 

Eate. 

1923 

217 

186 

403 

13-68 

1922 

22 1 

184 

405 

14-12 

1921 

220 

173 

393 

13-96 

1920 

241 

227 

468 

17-13 

1919 

246 

194 

440 

16-74 

1918 

280 

213 

532 

22-62 

Deaths  of  Women  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Child- 
birth.— There  were  no  deaths  from  Seplicaema,  but  one  was  due  to 
other  causes. 

Deaths  from  Measles. — The  deaths  from  Measles  at  all 
ag’es  numbered  13,  g^iving^  a death  rate  of  '44  per  1,000.  Four  of 
the  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  i year  ; two  i to  2 years, 
three  2 to  3 years,  two  3 to  4 years,  one  4 to  5 years,  and  one  5 to 
10  years. 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. — There  was  one  death 
from  Whooping  Cough. 

Deaths  from  DiARRiiotA  (Under  2 years  of  age).  — 19 
deaths  in  children  under  2 years  of  age  were  registered  from  this 
cause  ; twelve  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  seven  in  the  second. 
This  gives  a death  rate  of  ’64  per  1,000,  and  a rate  of  23  per  1,000 
births. 
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'I'he  details  of  tlie  various  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 

Table  V. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Enteric  Fever 

Sniall  Pox 

Measles 

9 

4 

'3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping"  Coug^h 

Diphtheria 

I 

1 

I 

1 

Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

Mening^ococcal  meningitis 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratoiy  system 

I 2 

I 2 

24 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

5 

8 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

18 

16 

34 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

I 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

4 

10 

■4 

Heart  disease 

I 2 

20 

32 

Arterio-sclerosis 

n 

0 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

26 

iS 

44 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

27 

62 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

I 

4 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

I 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 2 

7 

I 

Appendicitis  & Typhlitis 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

I 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

I 

2 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

pregnancy  and  parturition  ... 

1 

I 

I 

Congenital  debility  and  malfor- 

1 

mation,  premature  birth 

1 7 

1 1 

28 

Suicide 

I 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

0 

Other  defined  diseases 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

J 

4' 

I 

5 

5^ 

‘4 

77 

I 

Total  Deaths 

217 

186 

403 
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00 

1 

CO  1 

^ 1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis 

(under 

2 Years). 

0 ^ <M 

0 <b  0 

23  03 

A.n.nl’al  Dfatii-rate  per  1,000  Population- 
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0 00 
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51-0 

1 

0 1 

0 1 

•jaAa^il 

-jaiaBoy 

1 0-03 

0-03 

0-02 

0 02 

c-»  I 

0 1 

■saisTjaj^ 

ll-O 

0-15 

0-19 

008 

1 

^ 1 
b 1 

iod-iieius 

1 00-0 

000 

00-0 

i 

000 

jaAa^ 

oua;ua 

0-01 

0-01  j 

0-01 

001 

000 

All 

Causes 

911 

11-6 

10-6 

11-2 

13-68 

Birtii- 

R.ATB 

PER  1,000 

Total 

Popula- 

tion. 

19-7 

y Qo  M 

b b b 

M r~t  (M 

(M  1 

0 1 

b 1 

(M  1 

England  and  Wales  - 

105  Countj-  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns,  including  London 

157  Smaller  Towns  (1921  Ad- 
justed Pop’n  20,000—50,000)  - 

London  

c 1 

0 1 

1 

Va  1 

^ 1 
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Vaccination  and  Exemption. 

The  importance  of  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  in  the 
prevention  of  Small  Pox  is  well  known,  and  was  recognised  here 
bv  all  aitd  sundry  when,  in  the  epidemic  commencing  m No^^ber 
IQS'-  (seven  cases  of  this  disease  being  notified  in  the  district) 
large  number  of  people  at  once  rushed  to  be  vaccinated  or  re- 
vaccinated. 

The  Mao-istrates  then  decided  that  all  persons  desiring 
exemption  on  conscientious  grounds  should  appear  in  the  Police 
Court  and  make  the  necessary  declaration.  Phis  laudable  piactice 
however,  is  not  now  insisted  on  in  all  cases  and  some  justices  are 
sio-nino-  these  forms  at  their  residence  or  place  of  business.  Indeed 
a notice  recently  appeared  in  a local  newspaper  stating  that  certain 
named  members  of  the  Bench  were  willing  to  assist  people  to  this 
end,  with  the  result  that  a large  number  of  exemptions  have  already 
been  forwarded. 


It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  we  are  thus 
being  provided  with  material  for  a serious  epidemic  of  Small  Pox. 
This  is  a menace  to  the  community  that  should  not  be  ignored. 


CANCER. 

Thirty-four  or  8*4%  of  the  total  deaths  were  notified  as 
due  to  Cancer.  T.  he  deaths  from  this  cause  for  the  last  five  years 
are  as  follows  ; — ■ 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Per  centage 
ofTotal  Deaths. 

1918 

24 

4 5 

1919 

29 

8‘o 

1 920 

25 

6-6 

193 1 

26 

6 8 

1 922 

26 

6-4 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
a leaflet  has  recentlv  been  issued  by  me  pointing  out  the  paramount 
importance  of  the  early  recognition  and  treatment  of  Cancer  and 
urging  people,  whenever  there  is  the  slightest  cause  of  suspicion, 
promptly  to  seek  professional  advice. 

Infantile  Mortality. — I'he  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 
age  numbered  85,  of  which  3 were  illegitimate.  This  shows  the 
number  of  deaths  of  infants  to  be  21%  of  the  total  deaths,  and  gives 
an  infantile  moilality  rale  of  103  per  1,000  birtlis 

I he  rate  for  tlie  last  five  years,  togethe''  with  the  birth 
rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period,  are  given  in  the  following  Table. 
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Table  VII. 


Birtli  Rate 

Infantile 

per  1,000. 

Mortality. 

England 

Bilston. 

England 

Bilston. 

& Wales. 

k Wales. 

1917 

17-8 

23-94 

96 

145 

1918 

17-7 

26-28 

97 

115 

1919 

18-5 

25-7 

89 

148 

1920 

25-4 

34-22 

75 

124 

1921 

22-4 

33-35 

83 

100 

1922 

20-6 

27-54 

77 

97 

1923 

19-7 

28-02 

69 

103 

Table  VIII  shows  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  i 
year  of  ag-e  in  each  Ward  ; and  Table  IX  the  causes  of  death  and 
the  ag^es  at  which  they  occurred. 


Table  VIII. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Town  Hall 

n 

1 

8 

High  Town 

3 

4 

% 

New  Town 

14 

10 

24 

Ettingshall 

8 

5 

13 

Bradfey 

9 

6 

15 

Out  of  District  . 

11 

7 

18 

52 

33 

85 

Table  IX. 


2 c 

m 

g 

a> 

OT 

W 

C/} 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF 

S i>^ 

t/i 

QO 

a> 

g 

C 

c 

0 

INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR. 

H « 

A 

CO 

CO 

B 

CO 

s 

0 

CO 

Ci 

to 

B 

?— t 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

1 

3 

Diarrhcua 

12 

3 

4 

2 

3 

Enteritis 

9 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

13 

5 

5 

2 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 
Injury  at  birth 

17 

2 

4 

6 

3 

2 

Syphilis 

Aleningitis 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

Laiyngitis 

1 

1 

Gastritis 

4 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

8 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Suffocation 

1 

1 

Other  causes  ... 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

85 

,3 

11 

4 

16 

18 

13 

8 

This  shows  the  number  of  deaths  dining-  the  first  month  of 
life  to  have  been  30,  of  which  13  occurred  during-  the  first  u'eek  of 
life,  I I during-  the  second,  4 during  the  third  and  2 during-  the  fourth. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITOR  (Miss  K.  E.  Sllversides)  FOR  1923. 

“Tlie  number  of  births  registered  for  the  year  is  825,  of 
these  758  were  visited  The  first  visits  are  made  as  early  as  possible, 
help  and  advice  being  given  shortly  after  the  Doctor  or  Midwife 
has  left  Advice  on  the  care  and  feeding  of  her  baby  and  on  the 
need  of  cleanliness  and  proper  clothing,  also  upon  her  own  health 
and  food  to  enable  her  to  feed  and  care  for  the  baby  The  result 
of  the  first  visits  shows  that  692  babies  were  being  fed  naturally, 
31  were  having  partly  natural  and  partly  artificial  feeding,  34  were 
being  artificially  fed,  and  i was  having  solid  food  with  natural 
feeding'.  ” 

“ The  home  conditions  are  noted,  and  the  dangers  of  over- 
crowding and  lack  of  ventilation  pointed  out.” 

“ Sanitary  defects  are  reported  to  the  Sanitary  In.spector, 
98  being  notified  during  ttie  year.” 

‘ ‘ Re-visits — Cases  are  re-visited  to  enquire  into  the  progress 
of  the  baby,  and  the  kind  ot  food  given.  1,371  .such  second  visits 
were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year.  Mothers  are  encouraged  to 
naturally  feed  their  babies  for  the  first  nine  months,  then  advice  is 
given  on  the  change  of  food  necessary  Errors  in  diet  are  often 
made  at  this  time,  the  mothers  telling  the  Health  \'isitor  that 
“ baby  has  a little  bit  of  what  we  have,”  therefore  it  is  difficult  to 
find  out  what  the  infants  are  really  being  fed  on.  The  children 
often  lack  sufficient  milk  and  niilk  foods,  some  of  them  being  said 
to  dislike  either  milk  or  milk  puddings,  or  both  ” 

“ visits  weie  made  to  children  from  one  to  five  years  of 
age.  This  work  is  important  and  interesting,  and  much  good 
could  be  done  if  more  lime  could  be  yiven  to  it.  ” 

“Comforters  — About  half  the  mothers  use  a dummv  for 
the  baby,  some  begin  from  birtli  and  others  start  soon  after,  not- 
withstanding the  dangers  of  such  a practice  which  are  continuallv 
pointed  out.” 

^ tew  of  the  babies  sleep  in  a cot,  but  the  majoritv 

of  them  sleep  with  their  parents.  The  mothers  are  advised  to  use 

a col,  are  told  of  I’s  advantages,  and  how  to  make  an  inexpensive 
one 


“Expectant  Mothers— Seventeen  visits  weie  paid  to  ex- 
pectant mothers,  and  suitable  advice  given  in  each  case,” 

Onto;  I*  Neonatorum  —We  have  had  6 cases  of 

Oph  hahma  duru>g  the  year.  Four  were  attended  bv  the  familv 
Doctor  and  2 went  to  the  Eye  Infirmarv,  Wolverhampton.  Five 

Ute  siX,'  f''’  other  case 

me  sight  of  one  eye  was  lost. 


M 


“ Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  during"  the  year.” 

Number  of  other  visits  paid  — 

Tuberculosis  cases— Primary  visits  ...  45 

Secondar}-  ,,  ...  284 


Total  ...  329 

“ The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  open  every  Monday  afternoon 
from  2 to  4 o’clock.  The  mothers  bring  the  infants  and  sometimes 
the  toddlers  for  advice.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  867 
names  on  the  register,  195  being  new  ones  The  number  of  atten- 
dances during  the  year  was  2,699  giving  an  average  attendance  of 
54.  The  highest  attendance  on  one  day  being  71,  and  the  lowest 
36.  We  had  60  and  over  on  thirteen  .Mondays  during  the  year. 
.Many  of  the  mothers  come  regularly,  and  others  come  occasionally. 
Of  the  mothers  attending,  one  came  46  times,  47  came  20  times  and 
over,  and  13  only  once.” 

“ The  infants  and  toddlers  are  weighed  and  each  mother  is 
given  advice.  The  Doctor  sees  all  babies  when  they  first  attend, 
and  others  from  time  to  time  The  mothers  ask  to  see  the  Doctor 
when  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  babies’ progress,  and  appreciate 
the  help  given  to  them.  Several  young  mothers  with  breast-fed 
babies  have  attended  regularly  during  the  year,  and  have  taken 
great  interest  in  the  weighing  and  care  given  to  their  babies.” 

*'  We  have  again  had  a number  of  hernia  (chiefly  umbilical) 
cases.  Eleven  were  treated  and  cured,  and  six  were  having  treat- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  year.” 

“ The  Sewing  Class  is  held  on  Thursday  afternoons  from 
2.30  to  4 o’clock  There  were  30  names  on  the  registei  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Some  of  the  mothers  have  attended  the  class  since  it 
wds  opened,  while  others  are  new  members.  They  are  greatly 
interested  in  the  talks  given  by  the  Health  Visitor  on  the  care  and 
welfare  of  themselves,  the  children  and  the  home.  A monthly 
question  da}’  has  been  established,  when*  the  mothers  ask  the 
Nurse’s  advice  on  subjects  of  personal  or  general  interest.” 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  232  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received,  comprising  2 Small-pox,  52  Scarlet  Fever,  ) i Diph- 
theria, 6 Erysipelas,  6 Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  41  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  4 other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  73  of  Pneumonia  and 
37  Chicken  Pox 


Tlie  following'  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  certain 
infectious  diseases  and  the  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  case  rate  per  thousand  for  the 
same  diseases  for  England  and  Wales 


Table  X. 


Disease. 

Cases  notified 
in  Bilston. 

Rate  per  looo 
of  the  popula- 
tion. 

Case  rate  per 
1,000  living  in 
England  & Wales. 

Smail-Pox 

'c6 

o'o6 

Scarlet  Fever 

52 

17 

2.23 

Diphtheria 

1 1 

0-37 

I 04 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

o'o8 

Puerperal  P'ever 

— 

— 

o'o6 

Erysipelas 

6 

0'20 

0-32 

The  following  Table  gives  the  details  of  all  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  vear. 

Table  XI. 


Cases 

Total 

admitted 

Total 

Cases. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  .. 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

11 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

52 

37 

1 

Enteric  P’ever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Pneumonia  ... 

73 

*62 

Ery.sipelas  

6 

Ophthalmia  ., 

6 

2 

Malaria 

Plncephalitis  lethargica 

1 iiherculosis  Pulmonary 

Males  22 

•M2 

f’emales  19 

12 

Total 

41 

Non-Pulmonarj' 

Male.s*  2 

■t5 

f’eniales  2 

3 

Total 

4 

Total  . . 

195 

50 

95 

^ department  has  no  knowledge  of  cases  sent 
direct  to  hospital. 


to  I an 


t 

I St, 


Some  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  patients  notified  previous 

1923.  ^ 


Tablk  XII. 


Disease. 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-pulmonary  „ 
Enceplialitis  Lethargica 
Measles 
Erysipelas 


Total 


'I'he  following-  Table  giv'es  details  of  the  infectious  cases 
occurring-  in  each  ^Vard. 

Table  XIII. 


Town  Hall 

High  Town 

New  Town  Ettingshall 

Bradley 

Total. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

1\  aid. 

Ward. 

Small  Pox 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

52 

22 

5 

12 

3 

10 

Diphtheria 

11 

3 

3 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

6 

3 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia 

• 6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

41 

10 

7 

9 

6 

9 

Tuberculosis  (other  Ibrms) 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

73 

15 

13 

14 

19 

12 

Malaria 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Enceplialitis  Lethargica 

Total 

195 

55 

32 

39 

34 

35 

The  following  Table  is  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 


Table 


XIV 


Small  Pox 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  j 

Diphtheria 
and  Mein- 
hranous  Croup. 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

Erysipelas 

.2  2 

^ S 

^ o 

C-  ^ 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis 
(other  forms) 

1 Pneumonia 

j Malaria 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

O) 

^ CS 

2 *Eb 
sr  2 

Wi-3 

1923 

2 

52 

11 

6 

6 

41 

4 

73 

1922 

5 

167 

4 

3 

8 

26 

18 

113 

1921 

16 

11 

1 

4 

4 

34 

5 

54 

1 

1 

2 

1920 

31 

8 

1 

12 

3 

84 

3 

46 

1 

1919 

25 

12 

1 

2 

10 

45 

9 

50 

8 

1918 

45 

4 

1 

2 

3 

42 

4 

1917 

29 

12 

1 

3 

2 

52 

11 

1 

17 


The  following-  Table  shows  the  details  of  the  cases  of  Opli- 
thalmia  Neonatorum  which  occurred  during  the  year. 


Table  XV. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Notified 

Cases. 

'I’reated. 

Vision 

unim- 

paired. 

Visio  n 
impaired 

Total 

Blind 

Deaths 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

6 

4 

2 

5 

1 

0 

0 

Small'Pox. — Two  cases  ot  Small-pox  occurred  in  Januaiy. 
These  were  fully  reported  on  in  last  year's  report  (page  13),  and 
fortunately,  no  further  cases  developed. 

Scarlet  Fever.— -At  the  end  of  1922,  23  cases  remained  in 
the  hospital  and  38  were  isolated  at  home.  The  epidemic  reported 
on  last  year  subsided  at  the  end  of  January.  During  the  month  of 
lanuary  25  notifications  were  received,  and  for  the  remaining 
eleven  months  the  number  of  notifications  was  27,  giving  a total  of 
52  for  the  year. 

The  cases  occurred  in  37  houses.  Thirty-seven  cases  were 
removed  to  Hospital  aiid  15  isolated  at  home,  13  ot  the  latter 
occurred  in  the  month  of  January  when  the  hospital  was  over- 
crowded 


The  number  of  males  admitted  to  the  hospital  was  17  and 
the  number  of  females  20.  The  age  of  the  youngest  was  3 years, 
and  that  of  the  oldest  39.  The  average  period  of  detention  was  47 
days,  the  shortest  period  being  27  and  the  longest  76  days.  Thirty- 
two  cases  were  discharged  during  the  year,  i died  after  being  in 
hospital  for  a period  of  three  days  only,  leaving  in  the  hospital  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
received  during  the  year  was  95.  Of  these  45  were  on  Form  A,  i.e. 
primary  notifications,  41  (22  males  and  19  females)  being  in  respect 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  4 (2  males  and  2 females)  in  respect 
of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Ihe  remainder  ot  the  notifications  on  “ l^'orms  C and  D,” 
(30  males  and  20  females)  relate  to  the  movements  of  patients,  i.e. 
entering  or  leaving  Sanatoria. 

Ihe  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  patients  residing  in 
the  area  on  December  31st,  was  88 
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SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


District  Nursing. — The  Nursing'  Association  for  this  di.strict 
is  the  Bilston  and  Bradlev  Nursiny  .Association,  a Branch  of  the 
Queen  V^ictoria  Nursing'  Association.  The  Association  is  financed 
by  voluntary  contributions  and  employs  two  iturses  who  are  avail- 
able for  general  nursing.  'I'he  Council  make  an  Annual  Grant  of 
^.15  15s  od.,  to  the  .Association  in  recognition  of  the  attendance 
of  the  Nurses  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  weekly. 

Infectious  Diseases. — No  arrangements  exist  for  home 
nursing  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Midwives  — The  Council  do  not  employ  or  subsidise  Mid- 
wives.  There  are  13  Midwives  practising  in  this  district  and  they 
are  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Stafford  County 
Council. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.— Child  Welfark  Centre, 
23,  Wellington  Road,  Bilston.  This  is  a Consultation  Centre 
under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  is  open  one 
half-day  per  week,  the  staff,  in  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  consists  of  the  Health  Visitor,  the  two  District  Nurses  from 
the  Nursing  Association  and  one  female  Clerk. 

Day  Nurseries  — There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  this 

district. 


School  Clinic,  23.  Wellington  Road,  Bilston. — The 
School  Clinic  is  in  the  same  building  as  the  Welfare  Centre  and  is 
under  the  control  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  who  is  also  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Clinic  is  open  from  9-0  to  lo-o  and 
from  4-0  to  5-0  each  week-day  other  than  Saturday,  on  which  day 
it  is  opened  from  9-0  to  i i-o.  There  is  one  School  Nurse  and  cler- 
ical assistance  is  provided  by  a part  time  girl  clerk,  whose  duties 
are  divided  between  the  District  Council  and  the  Education  Com- 
mittee. 


Tuberculosis. — There  is  no  treatment  Centre  in  this  area 
Tuberculosis  patients  attend  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Wol- 
verhampton or  Wednesbury,  provided  by  the  Conjoint  I uberculosis 
Board. 


Venereal  Diseases. — fhese  cases  are  treated  at  Centres 
at  Wolverhampton  and  Walsall  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
County  Council. 


in 


Hospitals. 


Tuberculosis.— Cases  from  this  district  are  treated  at 
Grouiidslow  and  Yarnfield  Sanatoria  in  the  north  of  the  County 
(females)  ; and  at  Edge  View,  Kinver,  and  Prestwood  Sanatoria  in 
the  south  of  the  County  (males). 

Maternity  Cases. — There  aie  no  arrangements  for  treat- 
ment of  these  cases. 


Children. — There  are  no  special  Hospitals  for  children. 

Fever.  — The  Council  has  its  own  Hospital  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Scarlet  Fever. 


Small  Pox. — Bilston  is  a constituent  district  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Conjoint  Small-pox  Hospital  Board.  Cases  in  this 
district  are  removed  to  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  Moxley,  near 
Bilston. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  of  infectious  disease, 
other  than  Scarlet  Fever  and  Small-pox,  are  treated  at  the  Wolver- 
hampton Geneial  Hospital  at  an  agreed  scale  of  payment  bv  the 
District  Council.  This  applies  particularly  to  Diphtheria. 

Other  Hospitals  available  for  the  District. — These 
are  the  General  Hospital,  the  Women’s  Hospital  and  the  Eye  In- 
firmary in  Wolverhampton;  and  the  Poor  Law  Infirmarv,'  New 
Cross,  Wolverhampton. 

InSTI  l UTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  Un-MARRIED  MoTHERS, 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children.— There  are  no 
special  arrangements  in  this  district. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases, 
hoise  ambulance  for  this  purpose. 


The  Council  ha\'e  their  own 


(b)  For  non-infectioLis  and  accident  cases.  The  Council 
o no  pi o\ ice, an}  conveyance  for  this  purpose;  however,  some 
works  in  the  district  have  their  own  vehicles  by  which  serious  cases 
are  instantly  conveyed  to  the  Wolverhampton  Hospital. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

exists;  h.  J ‘ijliological  Examinations.  No  definite  arrangement 
exists  but  special  cases  are  sent  to  the  Wolverhampton  Hospital. 

Countv  ^Ij'^^Wriological  Examinations.  The  Staffordshire 

Hosnital  fw  iT  with  the  Wolverhampton 

rnh  h^  examination  of  secretions  in  suspected  cases  of 

i^iplitheiia,  riiberculosis,  and  Enteric  Fever. 
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The  following^  75  examinations  were  made  during^  the 

year  ; — 


Suspected  case  of  Dihptheria  ...  ^3 

Results  positive  ...  ...  3 

neg^ative  ...  ...  48 

Suspected  cases  of  Tuberculosis  21 

Results — positive  ...  ...  2 

neg'ative  ...  ...  ip 

Suspected  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  i 

Results— positive 

negative  ...  ...  i 


List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to 
Public  Health  In  force  in  the  District. 

Bilston  Commissioners’  Water  Act,  1893. 

Bilston  Improvement  Act,  j8g6. 

Public  Health  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act  (certian  sections)  1907. 
Private  Srreets  Works  Acts,  1892. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890, 

Bye-laws  for  the  reg-ulation  of  offensive  trades. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodg^ing"  houses. 
Bye-laws  with  respect  to  slaug^hter  houses. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  dairies,  cowsheds  & milkshops. 
B3'e-laws  for  the  prevention  of  nuisance  arising  from  snow, 
filth,  dust  ashes,  and  rubbish,  and  the  prevention  of  the  keeping  of 
animals  on  the  premises  so  as  to  be  injurious  to  health. 

Regulations  for  preventing  waste,  undue  consumption, 
misuse  or  contamination  of  the  water  supply. 

B^’e-laws  with  respect  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 
Bye-lkws  with  respect  to  the  Bilston  Cemetery. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  markets  and  fairs. 

Inspection  of  Places  where  Food  Is  prepared. 

Food  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  .Sanitary  Inspector 
who  possesses  the  necessary  qualifying  certificates. 

'I'here  are  15  registered  and  3 licensed  slaughter  houses  in 
the  area.  These  are  kept  in  conformity  with  the  Bye-laws. 
Details  of  the  amount  of  unsound  food  destroyed  will  be  found  in 
the  report  of  the  Inspector. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  Dairy,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops’  Orders. 

The  number  of  shops  registered  in  the  district  for  the  sale 
of  milk  is  127,  and  the  number  of  cowsheds  6.  These  are  visited 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  the  officer  appointed  under  the 
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Dairy,  Cowsheds  and  ilkshops’ Order  for  this  work.  The  Council 
also  retain  the  services  of  a Veterinary  Inspector  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Cartwright)  and  the  following-  is  his  report  on  his  work  during^  the 
year  : — 


“ The  average  number  of  Dairy  Cows  in  your  ('oun- 
cil’s  area  per  quarter  is  120  which  have  frequently  been  inspected 
and  re-inspected. 

The  year  has  been  a particularly  wet  one  and  the 
temperature  variable,  still  I have  pleasure  in  reporting-  that  the 
health  and  g-eneral  condition  of  y'our  dairy  cattle  has  been  most 
satisfactory  and  compares  very  favourably  with  other  districts 
under  my  charge.  There  has  been  very  little  illness  of  any' 
kind  during-  the  year  and  it  is  g-ratifying:  to  notice  the  attention 
given,  by'  owners  of  stock,  in  the  welfare  of  their  cattle  thereby 
maintaining  the  cows  in  good  condition  and  consequently  forti- 
fying  them  against  the  risk  of  disease.  Your  Council  may 
rely  upon  everything  being  done  to  keep  a good  standard 
of  milk,  and  repeated  inspection  of  cattle  and  the  whole-hearted 
co-operation  of  owners  are  important  factors  in  safeguarding 
the  interests  of  the  Public  Health.” 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act. 

factories  and  Workshops  are  inspected  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  bactories.  The  inspection  of  workshops  and  work  places,  and 
visits  to  oiuworkeis,  are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
wlio  IS  the  Officer  appointed  under  the  Act. 

Durmg  the  year  five  complaints  were  received  from  H.M. 
nspectoi  of  actoiies,  two  were  remedied  and  the  remaining  three 
are  being  dealt  with. 


Details  of  the  workshops  and  work  places  will  be  found  in 
ary  Inspector’s  .Annual  Report  herewith. 


the  Sanit; 


usually  known  as  “ Welfare  Work  ” on  behalf  of 
Pn.L  ' r grown  greatly  in  recent  years.  Many 

XV ^ aboui  have  made  almost  ideal  arrangements  for  their 
in  tuM  especially  for  women  and  girls.  It  is  unfortunate  that 

not  inH^  confined  to  the  manual  workers  and  do 

hers  of  ^ f erever  the  latter  consists  of  mem- 

for  hotli  ''o  sexes  It  is  desirable  that  proper  office  accommodation 
wovidi  ; lighting,  heating  and  ventilation  should  be 

ind  ni-iv-  ’^  ^ *'cst  room  for  the  women,  where  retirement 

also  shoH^’l  i^'^'i*  seemed  when  needed  ; and  that  every  regard 
also  should  be  had  to  the  adequate  and  separate  provision  of  lava- 

conveniences  quite  distinct  in  position  and 


approach.  Even  Government  Departments  do  not  always  set  a 
good  example  in  some  of  these  matters  to  other  employers  In  some 
of  the  institutions  under  their  control,  much  more  satisfactory 
arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the 
women  staff  to  receive  that  full  consideration  to  which  they  are 
entitled.  In  shops  too,  and  other  places  of  business,  better  super- 
vision is  required. 


Disinfectant  and  Disinfestation. 

The  Council  have  their  own  disinfector  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  This  was  used  last  year  on  45  occasions  and  612  articles 
were  disinfected. 


The  disinfection  of  houses  and  schools  is  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of,  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  During  the  year 
I 17  houses  were  sprayed  or  fumigated. 


Sale  of  Food,  and  Drugs,  and  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations 


The  work  under  these  Acts  and  Regulations  is  carried  out 
by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  T he  following  details  have 
kindly  been  supplied  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Council,  (Mr.  S.  R. 
Gibson) : 


List  of  Samplks  taken  in  Bii.ston  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs’  Acts,  during  1923. 


.Article. 

Samples 

Taken. 

Genuine 

Adult-  n , 

, , 1 Remarks 
erated. j 

Milk  

I I 

I I 

j 

i 

Butter 

'9 

■9 

— ! d'hese  in- 

elude  14 

Lard  ... 

4 

4 

— ' unofficial 

Samples. 

Pepper 

I 

I 

' 

.35 

35 

I 

Rainfall.— The  foil  owing-  Table  (kindly  supplied  by  the  Sur- 
veyor)  g-ives  the  rainfall  for  the  year  1923.  The  total  rainfall  for 
the  year  was  2S'43  inches,  and  the  number  of  days  on  which  more 
than  -oi  inches  of  rain  were  recorded  was  208. 


Mon  til. 

Total 

Rainfall 

Greatest  fall 
in  24  hours. 

1 No.  of 

1 days 
with ‘01 

1 or  more 
recorded. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Januarj- 

1-86 

0-47 

19 

b'ebruar}- 

4-o5 

0-45 

2.5 

M arch 

1-56 

0-34 

17 

April 

2-28 

0-82 

16 

May 

1-68 

0-47 

17 

June 

■39 

0.09 

1 1 

July 

3-34 

0-60 

17 

August 

201 

0-48 

16 

September 

2-43 

0-52 

1 5 

October 

3-35 

0-45 

2! 

November 

1-94 

0-45 

!-l 

December 

3-09 

0-57 

20 

Total  . . 

28-43 

208 

Watar  Supply.  Bilston  has  its  own  water  supply,  and  the 
following  is  a copy  of  the  certificate  of  the  County  Analyst  (Mr 
VV.  T.  Jones).  ' ' 


Water  Analysis.  “ ^\ater  taken  from  tap  in  base- 
ment of  Town  Hall,  on  the  24th  August,  1923. 

August  30th,  1923. 


Total  (Matter)  Solid  Matter  @ 2 i 2°F 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 


Grains  per  gallon. 


0-52 


Nitiic  Nitrogen 


@ 80°  F 


Chlorine 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 houi 
Color  through  2 feet 
.’\ppearance 

Hardness  before  boiling 
after  ,, 

Temporary  Hardness 

Bacteriological  Examination 
On  Gelatine  @ 2o°C. 

On  agar-agar  @ 37OC. 

” ” ” 37°C.  acidified  and  phenolised 

is  sneciallv  1 " ^ ^ niaintains  its  good  quality  and  this  sample 

IS  specially  good  bacteriologically.”  ' 


0- 0015 
o'ooig 
o'bo 

1- 52 

0-007 

v^ery  pale  bluish  tinge 
Clear 
15  -06° 
6oc° 

9 06° 


Organisms  per  C.C. 

2 

I 

o 
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Housing  and  Overcrowding. 


The  number  of  dwelling's  at  the  cenus  1911,  was  5,281  In 
1921  these  had  increased  by  227  to  5,508.  Since  the  taking'  of  the 
last  cenus  537  houses  have  been  erected,  gfiving  a total  of  6,045 
dwellings  at  the  end  of  1923. 

The  number  of  persons  per  dwelling-  in  191  i was  4'96  and 
at  the  end  of  1923,  with  the  estimated  population  of  29,440,  4’87. 
Neglecting- the  natural  increase  since  June  :923,  this  shows  that 
the  number  of  persons  per  house  is  only  ’09  less  than  it  was  in  191  1 
when  overcrowding  was  excessive.  The  houses  erected  during-  the 
last  13  years  have  been  sufficient  to  allow  only  for  the  natural 
increase  of  the  population,  and  not  provide  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  or  the  demolition  of  insanitary  dwellings. 

The  census  basis  of  overcrowding,  i.e.  more  than  two 
persons  per  room,  shows  that  i6’9  per  cent  of  the  total  private 
family  population  are  living  under  overcrowded  conditions.  This 
method  of  calculation  does  not  give  an  adequate  and  correct  idea  of 
the  condition,  as  no  account  is  taken  of  the  cubic  contents  of  bed- 
rooms, or  the  age  or  sex  of  the  persons  occupying-  the  same. 

The  census  returns  show  that  191  or  3%  of  the  houses 
were  occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  The  number  is  probably 
even  greater,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  married  sons  or  dau  ghters 
living  with  their  parents,  would,  in  many  cases,  be  returned  as  one 
familv  on  the  census  form.  This  Office  records  manv  cases  of 
overcrowdinjr,  but  no  satisfactorv  results  can  be  obtained  until 
further  houses  are  provided.  The  removal  of  some  of  the  occupiers 
from  one  house  simply  means  that  they  take  up  their  residence  at 
other  dwellings  and  repeat  the  overcrowding  there. 

The  Census  Returns  show  that  i ,604  or  29-4  per  cent  of 
the  houses  have  one  to  three  rooms,  and  that  2,986  or  54-7  per  cent 
have  four  to  five  rooms.  Out  of  a total  of  5,455  dwellings  4,590 
have  less  than  six  rooms  per  house  and  were  occupied  by  4,723 
private  families.  The  remaining  922  families  occupied  865  houses 
having  six  or  more  rooms  per  house. 

Houses  with  one  room  were  occupied  by  108  persons,  two 
rooms  bv  2,130  persons,  three  rooms  by  5>9'^4  persons,  four  rooms 
by  8,982  persons  and  five  rooms  by  5,^36  persons. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  dwellings  given 
above  is  onlv  54551  53  being  unoccupied  on  the  night  of  the  Census. 

'I'he  following  Table,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Surveyor, 
shows  the  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise  for  the  years  1919-1923. 
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Statement  showing  progress  of  House  Construction  from 
January  1919,  to  December  1923. 


By  Bilston  U.D.C. 

under 

1 

Assisted  Housing 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

1 

Schemes. 

Com- 

bined 

Year 

1919  Act. 

Houses. 

yearly 

1923 

Wood 

, 

1923 

1 Totals. 

1 

Army 

Act 

Total 

Huts. 

1919 

i 

Act. 

Total 

Huts 

Houses 

Act. 

Others. 

1919 

27 

27 

1920 

30 

17 

47 

1 

I 

2 

49 

192 1 

6 

173 

09 

3 

3 

182 

I 922 

000 

1 

333 

3 

2 

5 

10 

343 

1923 

63 

63 

6 

2 

8 

71 

Totals 

63 

586 

649 

3 

3 

15  ^ 

2 

23 

672 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a waiting'  list  of  over  300 
applicants  foi  dwelling's,  and  the  need  for  more  houses  is  increas- 
ingly urg-ent. 


Among  the  present  tenants  of  the  council  houses  are  very 
nirinv  people  ft  om  other  districts.  This  should  never  have  been 
<illowed  until  the  claims  of  Bilston  residents  had  been  adequately 
piovided  lot  and  our  own  overcrowding  satisfactorily  diniinished. 
It  IS  well  known  that  the  rents  charged,  together  with  high  rates, 
have  prevented  and  are  preventing  many  de^sirable  occupfers,  who 
are  m urgent  need  of  house  accomodation  from  applying.  This  is 
an  economic  problem  of  the  highest  importance  and  is  practically 
universal.  Its  influence  on  the  moral  side  of  life  must  not  be 
overlooked. 


Action  with  a view  to  Smoke  Abatement. 

. industrial  area  such  as  this  is,  there  is  always  con- 

si  ei  a e atmosphei  ic  pollution.  Lack  of  staff  prevents  anything 
being  done  of  a practicable  and  efficient  character. 

Schooi  Medicai  Service. 


QPi-i-i I ■^Biiual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  a 

the  "'hich  is  supplied  to  every  member  of 
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Public  Health  Staff. 


The  Staff  consists  of  tlie  Medical  Officer,  (part  time),  llie 
Sanitary  Inspector,  one  Heallli  Visitor,  and  two  female  clerUs,  the 
time  of  the  junior  being-  divided  between  the  Council  and  the 
hiducation  Committee. 

Qualifications  of  Staff. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate  as  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  and  .Meat  and  Food  Inspector,  first  class  honours  for 
plumbing  and  house  sanitation,  and  advanced  certificates  for 
hygiene,  physiology,  building  construction,  plumbing  and  chemistry. 

The  Health  Visitor  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives’  Board,  also  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  certificates  for 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Workers,  and  that  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  which  the  details 
of  his  work  for  the  year  is  given,  is  appended,  together  with  the 
necessary  tables. 


Yours  faithfullv, 

T.  RIDLEY  BAILEY,  M.D., 


Bilston, 

April  29th,  1924. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 

Year,  1923. 


Herewith  is  presented  the  report  on  the  Sanitary  Inspection 
of  the  district  jor  the  year  ig2j,  this  being  rny  eleventh  Aiumal 
Report. 

Complaints. 

During-  the  year  541  complaints  relating  to  nuisances  or 
sanitary  defects  were  received  and  dealt  with. 

Routine  Inspection. 

The  n umber  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  made  during-  the 
year  was  5,917,  details  of  which  are  given  in  Table  A. 

Notices. 

During  the  year  743  Intimation  Notices  and  90  Statutory 
Notices  were  issued.  Legal  proceedings  under  Section  94  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  were  taken  in  one  case. 

The  whole  of  the  Statutory  Notices  and  580  of  the  Inti- 
mation Notices  were  complied  with  during  1923,  the  remaining 
163,  most  of  which  were  not  served  until  the  latter  months  of  the 
year  have  since  received  attention. 

Oifects. 

The  total  saiiitary  detects  found,  for  wliich  notices  were 
issued,  numbered  4,102,  and  the  premises  affected  2,398.  Details 
of  defects  are  given  in  Table  B. 

Improvements. 

riie  total  improven-ients  in  compliance  with  notices  served 
numbeied  2,686,  and  the  premises  improved  1,674.  Particulars 
will  be  found  in  'I'able  C. 

Housing  Inspection. 

The  luimbet  of  houses  inspected  was  2:^2,  124  of  which 
were  recorded  as  required  by  the  Housing  (Inspection  ot  District) 
vegulations,  1909.  I he  houses  improved  (general  repairs),  num- 
beied 208.  There  are  many  houses  which  are  past  thorough  re- 

prevent  closure,  and  until  f urther 
c ue  mgs  are  available  action  cannot  be  taken  under  the  Housing- 
Acts. 
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The  defects  remedied  during-  the  year  have  been  carried 
out  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  Council  have  adopted  Section  39  of  the  1907  Act,  and 
in  March  1924.  the  work  of  conversion  was  commenced.  It 
is  hoped  that  all  privies,  which  can  be  dealt  with,  will  be  abolished 
during;  the  present  year. 


The  details  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  are  as  follows  : 


New 

High 

Town 

Etting- 

Town 

Town 

Hall 

Bradley 

shall 

Privy  middens  55 

50 

1 13 

9F> 

148 

Privy  vaults  48 

9t. 

vIO 

94 

72 

Privy  pails  75 

81 

58 

62 

63 

Water  closets  531 

1205 

420 

53' 

In-door  water  closets  8 

I 2 

1 18 

10 

17 

Waste  water  closets  146 

— 

6 

7 

— 

Ash  pits  2 1 8 

•58 

92 

142 

Ash  bins  379 

387 

837 

31 1 

347 

The  number  of  houses  with 

water  closets  is  4,3 

72.  The 

houses  with  one  water  closet  to  each 

number 

2,622.  Th 

e remain- 

ing  1,750  houses  use  sanitary 

conveniences  in 

common. 

The  number  of  water 

closets  substituted  for  those  of  other 

types  during  my  period  of  office  is  : 

'923 

33 

1922 

20 

192 1 

... 

16 

1920 

... 

19 

1919 

... 

6 

1918 

. . . 

8 

1917 

9 

1916 

1 2 

19' 5 

... 

1 84 

1914 

... 

522 

i9'3 

... 

351 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Miikshops  Orders. 

There  are  6 cowsheds  in  the  district.  Three  of  the 
buildings  are  old,  and  need  re-construction.  At  the  times  of  in- 
spection the  premises  and  surroundings  have  been  found  to  be  clean. 
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'I'lie  luimbei'  of  reg-istered  iMilkshops  is  127,  of  these  95 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  sterilized  milk  only  ; at  the  remaining 
32  the  milk  is  stTred  in  a special  place.  A licence  is  not  granted  to 
premises  where  general  goods  are  sold. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  workshops  was  82,  and  to 
bakehouses  36.  Two  bakehouses  are  in  bad  condition  and  unsuit- 
able for  food  production.  They  will  be  closed  during  the  present 
year  and  new  ones  erected. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  87. 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  15 

Boot  repairing  ...  15 

Builders  and  Decorators  16 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  5 

Cabinet  makers  ...  4 

Millinery  ...  ...  6 

Tailoring  ...  ...  7 

Wheel  w’rights  ...  4 

Sheet  metal  workers  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  12 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

I here  are  five  common  lodging  houses.  Four  of  the 
buildings  are  old,  and  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  desired  standard  ; 
but  the  premises  generally  are  kept  clean  and  in  conformity  with 
the  Bye-laws, 

Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Regulations. 

I he  arrangements  for  inspecting  canal  boats  is  by  visits  to 
two  local  wharves  Forty  seven  inspections  were  made,  and  boats 
met  on  8 occasions.  No  defects  were  found  on  the  boats  inspected. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

General  attention  has  been  given  to  all  food  shops,  the 
market  visited  on  each  occasion  when  open,  and  1,136  visits  made 
to  slaughterhouses. 
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The  total  weight  of  food  stuff  destroyed  under  my  super- 
vision was  3 tons,  2 cwts.,  28  lbs.  The  meat  was  surrendered  on 
each  occasion  at  my  request.  Details  are  as  follows  : 


Food  stuffs  Reason  for  destruction  Weight 

cwt.  lbs. 


3 Beasts’  carcases 

Tuberculosis 

15 

66 

3 Pigs’  carcases 

) 1 

1 0 

6 1 

66  Pigs’  heads 

) J 

7 

85 

1 Sheep’s  carcase 

Unsound 

70 

Organs  (various) 

Diseased 

26 

69 

10  Cases  frozen  sheep’s 

j brains  Unsound 

I 

23 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 


disease 
I 17. 


Frquiries  have  been  made  in  connection  with  Infectious 
on  76  occasions  The  number  of  houses  disinfected  was 


FRED  BARNETT. 
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Table  A. 

HOUriNE  INSPECTIONS. 


Houses  inspected 
Visits  re  complaints 
Inspections 
He-inspections 

Visits  to  work  in  progress 

Drains  tested 

Visits  re  pig  keeping 

Visits  re  fowl,  etc. 

Visits  to  stables 

Visits  to  Slaugbterliouscs 

Visits  to  canal 

Canal  Boats  inspected 

Infectious  cases  visited 

Houses  disinfected 

Workshops  inspected 

Bakehouses  inspected 

Cowsheds  inspected 

Milk  Shops  inspected 

Offensive  Trades  inspected 

Visits  to  Coinincn  Dodging  Houses 

Miscellaneous  visits 


250 

547 

1621 

1180 

254 

74 

26 

18 

28 

1136 

47 

8 

76 

117 

82 

36 

31 

206 

107 

70 

3 


To 


il  Inspections 
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Table  B, 

SUMMARY  OF  DEFECfS  FOUND  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Wood  floors  defective  ... 

30 

Quarry  floors  defective 

60 

Walls,  brickwork  defective 

28 

Walls,  plaster  defective 

157 

Walls  in  dirty  condition 

...  154 

Ceilings,  plaster  defective 

148 

Ceilings  in  a dirty  condition 

146 

General  woodwork  defective 

22 

Windows  fixed 

21 

Windows  frames  defective 

122 

Staircase  plaster  defective 

70 

Staircase  walls  dirty 

69 

Staircase  stairs  defective 

45 

lIou.se  without  through  ventilation,  ground  floor  ... 

12 

House  without  through  vj'iitilation.  uiiper  floor 

11 

Cellars  in  dirty  condition 

12 

Cellar  steps  defective 

. . . 

2 

Cellars  flooded 

!!.  10 

Food  store  improper 

54 

Food  store  dirty 

13 

Floors,  surface  dirty 

8 

Bedding  dirty 

2 

House  overcrowded 

26 

Houses  being  in  a damp  condition 

263 

Roofs  of  houses  being  defective 

1^3 

Eaves  gutters  or  spouting  defective 

165 

Eaves  gutters  or  spouting  choked 

118 

Eaves  gutters  or  spoiiting  missing 

41 

Table  B.  (Continued). 

Brickwork  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Brickwork  requiring  pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Verges  defective 

Clnnineys  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 44 

Brickwork  of  wash-house  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  6(1 

Roof  of  wash-liouse  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Floor  of  wiish-house  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Sink  defective  or  improper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Paving  of  the  yard  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Yard  improperly  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Yard  surface  dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  improperly  drained  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  12 

Premises  not  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

The  drainage  being  defective  ...  ..  ...  ...  41 

Yard  gulley  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  H 

Inspection  chamber  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inspection  chamber  covers  broken  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drain  improperly  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drain  improperly  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drain  improperly  choked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' ...  484 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient  ...  ...  ...  -.  12 

Foul  defective  pail  privy  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  37 

Foul  defective  p- ivy  midden  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  14S 

Foul  defective  vault  privy  ...  ...  . ...  62 

Roofs  of  closet  apartment  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Walls  of  closet  aparttnent  defective  ...  ...  ...  •••  55 

W.  C.  pedestal  defective  ..  ..  ...  ...  ...  H 

W.  C.  sent  broken  or  missing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.  C.  without  prope)'  Hush  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  29 

VV.  C.  choked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  323 

W.  C.  pedestal  in  dirty  condition  ...  ..  ...  ...  11 

Premises  without  proper  ash  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  107 

Ashbins  defective  or  ashpits  dilapidated  ..  ...  ...  ...  162 

Fowls,  ducks,  etc.,  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  28 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  ..  ...  ...  ...  H 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


TOTAL  DEFECTS  ...  ...  ...  4,102 

TOTAL  PREMISES  AFFECTED  ...  2,398 

Table  C. 

IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  IN  CO.MPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES  SERVED. 

Wood  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Quarry  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Walls,  brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  10 

Walls,  plaster  repaired  ..  ..  ...  ...  . 93 

Walls,  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ^7 

Ceilings,  ))laster  repaired  ..  ...  ..  ... 

Ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  01 

General  Woodwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  41 

Windows  made  to  open  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  7 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  .••  ••• 

Staircase  })laster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1' 

Staircase  walls  cleansed  ...  ..  ...  •••  10 

Staircase  stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  . 10 

Cellar  steps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Celler  accumulation  removed  ...  ...  ...  ■.  ...  1'-^ 

Fond  store  provided 
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Table  C.  (Continued). 

Floor  surface  clcauised  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  12 

Bedding  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Hoofs  of  bouse  repaired  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  150 

/{oof  stripped,  re-slated  or  re-tiled  ...  ...  ..  ...  7 

Eaves  gutters  or  spouting  I'epaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Eaves  gutters  or  spouting  unstoiijjed  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Eaves  gutters  or  spouting  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Hriekwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Brickwork  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  18 

Verges  re-pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chimneys  rejiaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Wash-house,  brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Wash-house,  roof  repaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Wash-house,  floor  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  sink  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  28 

Yard,  paved  ...  ..  ...  6 

Y’’ivrd  surface  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  

New  Drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  32 

Premises  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drainage  repaired  ...  _ 43 

Y’ard  Gullies  fi.xed  ...  . _ _ _ 35 

Chambers  constructed  ...  ...  ...  51 

Chamber  covei's  repaired  ...  ...  8 

Drain,  ventilation  shaft  fi.xed  ...  ...  ..  ...  10 

Drain,  intercepting  trap  flxed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Drain,  stoppage  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  483 

Water  Closets  fixed  33 

Pail  pi'ivy  abolished  ...  __  9 

Privy  vaults  abolished  13 

Privy  middens  abolished  ' 5 

Hoofs  of  closet  apartment  repaired  ...  . ! ...  36 

Walls  of  closet  apartment  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ..!  38 

Water  Closet  pedestal  provided  .”  9 

Water  Closet  seat  provided  -1 

Flush  provided  to  W.C.  21 

\N  ater  Closet  stoppages  removed  323 

Water  Closet  i)edestal  cleansed  . ..  ' 17 

Ash  bins  provided  ...  ' ‘ ‘ 

Ash-pits  improved  or  repaired  ...  8 

Ash-pits  demolished  3 

Fowls,  ducks,  etc.,  nuisance  abated  ...  " 19 

Pigs,  nuisance  abated  ...  " ’ J3 

Oftensive  accumulations  removed ...  ..  28 

Miscellaneous  ...  ” |ci 


total  IMPROVEMENTvS  2,686 

TOTAL  PHE.MISES  AbFECTED  ...  I,b74 
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Table  D. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year— 

(a)  Total 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  scheme 


1 — Unfit  Dwellings. 

Inspection. 

Total  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ' 

Number  of  dweUing-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re- 
spects reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


(1) 

(2) 

(a) 

(4) 


71 

63 


252 


124 


2 
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II -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  omcers  . . ^ 

III  - Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  kc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  noticL 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

» > 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(1 


(2) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 
(Informal  Notices). 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied- 

(a)  by  owners 

(Partial  Repairs). 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ownerrs  . . 

C.  Proceedir^g^s^under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  ^c.. 


252 

208 

Nil 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ° 

(.3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  havin" 
been  rendered  fit  ® 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whichDemolition 
Orders  were  made 

5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
■ Demolition  Orders  . . 


2 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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